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1. Self-Directed Support is a human rights issue

2. Self-Directed Support is growing, but quite slowly

3. Making progress demands an evolving design strategy

4. We must understand the change in its widest context

5. Ultimately the technical becomes political

@simonjduffy



Article 1 of the UN Declaration of Human Rights states:

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and 

rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and 

should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

The first principle defined by the UN Convention on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) is:

Respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy including 

the freedom to make oneôs own choices, and independence 

of persons.



Self-Directed Support

ÅThere has been a pattern of change that began in the 1960s: deinstitutionalisation, 

independent living, disability rightsé and self-directed support

ÅSelf-directed support is the name (sometimes) given to the over-arching system 

changes that began to expand choice, control and citizenship options to everyone.



ÅWhat is the state of SDS 

around the world?

ÅWhat are we learning about 

the effective implementation 

of SDS?

ÅCan we build a global 

community where people 

learn together?

ÅCan we use a global network 

to increase the pressure on 

the system to change?





Innovation

Design





Q: Why are we 
doing what we 
are doing?

A: Citizenship

















N.B.
SDS is not

about
shopping







Mappingé

ÅWe got data from 19 European countries: Austria, Belgium 

(Flanders), Czech Republic, Denmark, 

Åplus USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand

ÅWe are still working on how to capture the complexity of 

this, but our initial map is available at:

https://citizen-network.org/resources/world-sds-map.html

https://citizen-network.org/resources/world-sds-map.html



